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Executive Summary 

The Binbane to Letterkenny element of the Donegal 110 kV Project Overhead line 
route construction is nearing completion. In total there are 364 structures along the 
68.4km of planning approved route. The line commences at the existing Binbane 
Substation on a 15m high angle tower and has 337 pole sets, 26 angle towers (type 
149e) and 1 braced wood pole set along the route. The average distance between 
structures is approximately 150m. The line terminates in the existing Letterkenny 
110kV Substation site.  

Construction of the line commenced in 2011 and is now largely complete with the 
remaining activities focused on conductor stringing (comprising 3 phases with two 
earthing wires above the phases underway on a number of sections of line). 

In accordance with the planning permission granted by An Bord Pleanála in 2009,  
construction of the line is strictly controlled by the requirements of the Planning 
Permission Conditions, the Environmental Impact Statements and mitigation set out 
therein and Witness Statements provided at the oral hearing.  

Avoidance of environmental impacts is also strictly controlled by the Construction 
Protocol agreed between ESB Networks and National Parks and Wildlife Service 
which incorporates environmental mitigation measures identified at the planning 
stage. These apply to all aspects of the project.  

As part of this Protocol, detailed bird surveys along the Binbane – Letterkenny route 
were conducted prior to and during construction of the line to identify breeding bird 
and winter wader constraint areas. Construction has been scheduled around these 
critical periods to avoid bird disturbance. 

In addition, detailed access maps have been prepared, based on field surveys 
undertaken by both geotechnical and ecology team members to identify the most 
suitable access routes to both angle mast and pole set construction sites to avoid 
and minimise ground damage and the potential to generate silt run off. Follow up 
audits are undertaken on a regular basis 

Close contact has been maintained with key stakeholders to ensure any issues 
which arise during construction are promptly dealt with in a satisfactory manner. 

Construction crews check and maintain silt control measures on a routine basis at 
construction sites 

The adherence to the agreed Construction Protocol has been effective in ensuring 
the minimum impact on habitats and wildlife during the construction of the 110kV 
Overhead line.  

On the 8th November 2013 the Project Terrestrial Ecologist Eleanor Mayes was 
copied via email by Lorcan O’Toole, of the Golden Eagle Trust, with respect to a 
complaint and photographs of the area in the vicinity of AM 114. The National Parks 
and Wildlife Service were also informed. The NPWS subsequently contacted ESBI 
by email outlining their concerns. Prior to receipt of this email ESBI had initiated an 
immediate investigation on the ground to identify the cause of the issue and extent 
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of impact which had occurred. Site visits were conducted by ESB Networks, ESBI, 
the ecology team, and the construction crews to locations where ground damage 
had been indicated  

The site visits indicated that ground damage with the potential to cause silt impact 
on the receiving waters had occurred. A review of the situation by the aquatic 
ecologist indicated that silt had not yet been lost in significant quantities to the river 
but that a threat of significant silt loss which would impact on the water quality 
existed. Mitigation measures which had been in place for the main line construction 
were either absent or had been partially removed to facilitate stringing operations  
and had not been reinstated at a number of locations.  

All works on the 110kV line ceased until the situation was reviewed and 
remediation works carried out where required. 

Detailed briefings were conducted with construction crews working on the project in 
ESB Networks . The briefing focused on the incident but also on the requirements 
of the Construction Protocol agreed with NPWS.  

Construction crews immediately reviewed all mitigation put in place to date at their 
construction sites to ensure that these were functioning correctly. Guidance was 
provided in situ at construction sites. These focused on silt control measures. 

NPWS were kept informed of the steps taken which included: 

• Initial suspension of construction works other than remedial works including 
placement of Bird Flight Diverter’s until satisfactory mitigation measures 
were put in place. 

• Full briefing of all construction crews  
• Provision of detailed additional guidance on silt control measures 
• Site visits to review work practice and agree where works could be 

completed. 

The project ecologists continue to liaise in the field with the construction crews to 
provide advice and guidance on the correct use of silt control measures. Further 
site visits were scheduled to continuously review on-going practices at construction 
sites to ensure compliance with the Ecology Protocol. 

Key Issues identified 

The following is a summary of the key issues identified arising from the incident and 
subsequent site visits. 

• Construction Protocol with NPWS largely adhered to during construction of 
110 kV OHL . In general the construction of the 110kV line has been largely 
completed successfully in accordance with the planning permission and 
agreed Protocol with NPWS. 

• Induction of some construction crews involved in the 110kV line construction 
was not fully completed prior to works being undertaken. 

• Poor understanding of silt control measures by some construction crews led 
to inappropriate siting of such measures and poor installation. 
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• One breach of the Construction Protocol with NPWS occurred with respect 
to specific incidents associated with direct in river crossing. 

• Ancillary works such as guard pole erection and medium voltage works 
required as part of the 110 kV line construction not carried out fully in 
accordance with the requirements of the Construction Protocol agreed with 
NPWS .. 

• Main ground damage resulted from : 
o Repeated tracking to and from site with unnecessary journeys 

occurring. 
o Additional activities such as guard pole erection and removal 

associated with line stringing. 
o Medium voltage associated operations  

• Better planning of required construction activities to minimise repeated 
access over poor ground would reduce this potential for impact. 

• Adverse weather was a contributing factor to some ground damage.  

The successful implementation of the Construction Protocol with NPWS led to 
delays in line construction arising from the need to avoid impact on breeding birds 
and waders. This may have inadvertently extended the construction period into 
periods where poorer weather could occur. 

 

Recommendations and Forward Planning 

General Recommendations 

• Strict adherence to the Construction Protocol agreed with NPWS is critical 
to ensuring the correct mitigation is in place to minimise environmental 
impact 

• Lessons Learned Review and Log to be used to inform project going 
forward 

• Identification of all ancillary works at an early stage prior to construction to 
allow adequate assessment of potential for impact by ecology team and 
proper mitigation design  

• Review Donegal 110kV Project Construction methodologies, revise and 
expand to detail methodologies for use on deep peat, silt control etc. 

• Review performance of different types of equipment, tracked dumpers, wide 
tracked cherry pickers etc. Ensure availability of such specialist equipment 
during construction. 

• Review performance of bog mats in varying ground conditions and ensure 
appropriate use. 

• Develop and implement a post-construction monitoring and maintenance 
programme for Binbane to Letterkenny line  

• Review procedures for pre-construction mapping, sign-off, briefing of 
construction crews, and pegging out on ground. 

• Use helicopter airlift of poles if deemed appropriate  
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Construction crew specific recommendations 

• Revise briefing and induction for construction crews, enhanced 
communication and  supervision  

• Ensure all construction crews are properly inducted into environmental 
control requirements  

Forward Planning 

• Strict adherence to the agreed Construction Protocol with NPWS 
• Construction constraints and seasonal exclusion area constraints identified 

by ESBI/Ecology Team to be notified at Workshop with ESB 
Networks/Contractors to ensure proper planning of construction going 
forward. 

• Increase monitoring and auditing of the construction activity to completion of 
the Binbane Letterkenny 110 kV line and associated ancillary works.  

Key Actions Implemented 

The following key actions have been implemented by ESB Networks and 
construction crews since the incident was notified to ESBI/Ecology Team: 

• Immediate construction work halted on the 110 kV line and construction 
agreed to proceed following review and updating of practices. 

• Environmental management and control briefings provided to ESB Network 
construction crews in Letterkenny on Monday the 11th November 

• Updated guidance on silt control measures methodology produced by ESBI 
and issued to construction crews with in-situ guidance provided  

• Immediate site specific mitigation measures to control silt loss identified 
during  site visits at locations where ground damage has occurred and 
implemented by construction crews 

• ESBI/Ecology Team engaged with construction crews on site to provide 
clear guidance on silt control measures, location and effective 
implementation 

• On-going engagement and auditing by ESBI ecology team to identify 
construction related issues and monitor environmental controls. 

 

Conclusions 

The construction of the Donegal 110 kV overhead line has been undertaken largely 
in compliance with the planning permission conditions and the agreed Protocol with 
NPWS.  

The incident which was reported to NPWS was investigated by ESBI, the ESBI 
ecology team and ESB Networks over the immediate period 8th to 13th November. 
Subsequent site visits have taken place.  
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Given the location of the construction activities within the Owenea catchment, an 
EU Habitats designated freshwater pearl mussel population river, any 
environmental damage leading to water pollution is regarded as a significant threat 
with very serious impact consequences. Impact on fisheries areas is also a serious 
consequence.  

Mitigation measures were immediately put in place once the issue was notified to 
ESB Networks and construction crews received further training and induction.  

Ground damage was mainly linked to medium voltage works in the Owenea 
catchment and the Construction Protocol and good practice associated with the 110 
kV line construction was not followed at all locations 

Mitigation measures, which had been installed as part of the main 110 kV line 
construction, were partially removed during the line stringing operation and had not 
been not reinstated at a number of locations. These were immediately replaced to 
prevent silt gaining access to drains and streams. These  are now being  monitored 
regularly 

The initial assessment indicated that although no significant peat loss to the river 
system had occurred the potential for significant impact still existed from the 
damaged ground in the absence of mitigation measures to control silt.  

Construction crews have been fully briefed, mitigation measures reinstated and 
additional measures installed. The effectiveness of these  will be monitored 
regularly (daily) by ESB Networks and audited by ESBI/Ecology Team  

Actions recommended in this report will be fully implemented and audited by 
ESBI/Ecology Team. 
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1 Introduction 
 

The Binbane to Letterkenny element of the Donegal 110 kV Project Overhead line 
route construction is nearing completion. In total there are 364 structures along the 
68.4km of planning approved route. The line commences at the existing Binbane 
Substation on a 15m high angle tower and has 337 pole sets, 26 angle towers (type 
149e) and 1 braced wood pole set along the route. The average distance between 
structures is approximately 150m. The line terminates in the existing Letterkenny 
110kV Substation site.  

Construction of the line commenced in 2011 and is now largely complete with the 
remaining activities focused on conductor stringing (comprising 3 phases with two 
earthing wires above the phases). 

In accordance with the planning permission granted by An Bord Pleanála 
construction of the line is strictly controlled by the Planning Permission Conditions, 
the Environmental Impact Statements and mitigation set out therein and Witness 
Statements provided at the oral hearing.  

Avoidance of environmental impacts is also strictly controlled by the Construction 
Protocol agreed between ESB Networks and National Parks and Wildlife Service 
which incorporates environmental mitigation measures identified at the planning 
stage. These apply to all aspects of the project.  

As part of this Protocol, detailed bird surveys along the Binbane – Letterkenny route 
were conducted prior to and during construction of the line to identify breeding bird 
and winter wader constraint areas. Construction has been scheduled around these 
critical periods to avoid bird disturbance. 

In addition, detailed access maps have been prepared, based on field surveys 
undertaken by both geotechnical and ecology team members to identify the most 
suitable access routes to both angle mast and pole set construction sites to avoid 
and minimise ground damage and the potential to generate silt run off. The access 
maps also identify existing environmental constraints, wet flushed areas, the correct 
locations for spoil deposition, and mitigation measures such as locations where bog 
mats, temporary bridging requirements and silt control, measures should be used. 
Access maps are provided to construction crews and must be strictly adhered to. 
Induction training of construction crews was undertaken to ensure all construction 
crew members have a thorough understanding of the environmental control issues 
and the need for adherence to environmental control measures. Follow up audits 
are undertaken on a regular basis.  Some minor deviations from mapping and 
control measures were identified during routine audits and the practices which led 
to these were corrected.  

Additionally, where unforeseen environmental issues, such as very close proximity 
of construction locations to water courses which were not apparent due to 
commercial forestation for example are identified during construction, or where 
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ground conditions have proved more difficult for access, the project environment 
team have been notified. These issues have been resolved satisfactorily by 
discussion with the construction crews and relevant authority such as Inland 
Fisheries Ireland. They have also been resolved in a number of cases by minor 
relocation of some structures, following planning approval for same, to reduce 
potential; for impact. 

Construction crews check and maintain silt control measures on a routine basis at 
construction sites 

The adherence to the agreed Construction Protocol has been effective in ensuring 
the minimum impact on habitats and wildlife during the construction of the 110kV 
Overhead line.  

As part of the line stringing operation additional ancillary works are required. These 
are mainly the diversion or undergrounding of the existing Medium Voltage (MV) 
network where conflicts with the 110kV line have been identified. These diversions 
or undergrounding of MV lines are designed by ESB Networks, are permanent 
features, and are being constructed by the construction crews. All MV works have 
been completed on the line. 

Temporary ancillary works are also being undertaken and involve the provision of 
guarding at roads and tracks, and at existing power lines, and are safety features 
required during line stringing (Plates 1 and 2). All guard poles observed to date 
have been wooden poles requiring the use of an excavator for installation; stays are 
sometimes additionally required to secure the poles. Poles are removed after line 
stringing is complete. 

Plate 1. Guarding at a road crossing 

between BL polesets 54 and 55. 

Plate 2. Guarding at a pre-existing 

line, viewed from BL poleset 26 

looking towards 25 

 

The ancillary works associated with line stringing are not described in detail in the 
Construction Methodology developed by ESB Networks for the Donegal 110kV 
Project.  

In recent months weather conditions have been adverse leading to more difficult 
ground conditions. 
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Line stringing activity is subject to seasonal constraints in some sections of the 
110kV line related to bird breeding and waders. The schedule of seasonal 
constraints on the Binbane to Letterkenny line was updated after the completion of 
bird surveys in 2012 and is reproduced in Appendix 2. 

1.1 Incident Report Received 8th November 2013 
On the 8th November 2013 the Project Terrestrial Ecologist Eleanor Mayes was 
copied via email by Lorcan O’Toole, of the Golden Eagle Trust, with respect to a 
complaint and photographs of the area in the vicinity of AM 114, (see Figure 1). 
Lorcan O’Toole had forwarded the email to National Parks and Wildlife Service 
personnel (Appendix 1.1). The complaint was received by Lorcan O’Toole in the 
first instance from a member of the public, Joseph Brennan; it indicated ground 
damage with potential impact from suspended solids on the Shallogan river system. 
This river is a tributary of the Stracashel River, and is part of the Owenea river 
system which in turn contains the EU Habitats Directive Annex II listed protected 
species the Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaratifera margaritifera). Extensive 
stretches of the Owenea and Stracashel Rivers and some adjoining lands are 
included within the West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC (Site Code 000197); the 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaratifera margaritifera) is listed as a qualifying 
interest for this SAC (Plate 3). 

Joseph Brennan’s photographs refer to the Straboy Hill area (BL line section 
between AM 100 and AM 114) and include photographs of AM 114. The general 
area of interest is shown in Figure 1 below.  Photograph DSC 0084 shows ESB 
Networks vehicles parked beside the R250 road, at the agreed construction access 
to BL AM 119 site that is via an existing track and the former railway embankment. 
It is noted that the construction site layout for AM 119 is currently being developed 
but has not yet been approved and construction of AM 119 has not commenced. 
Ancillary works have been carried out in this area. Joseph Brennan’s photographs 
Teamhair 1 and 2 refer to access used for a MV line diversion and also for guarding 
work in the vicinity of BL poleset 16. 

Eleanor Mayes contacted ESBI PreDevelopment Group with respect to the 
complaint by phone and e-mail on the morning of 8th November. ESBI requested 
the project Aquatic Ecologist (Aquatic Services Unit (ASU) University College Cork) 
to visit the location and make an initial assessment of water quality impacts and 
potential for same arising from construction works in the area. The ASU mobilised 
to site on Saturday the 9th November and monitored the situation over the weekend. 
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Plate 3. The 

Donegal 110kV 

project in 

relation to the 

current Natura 

2000 network. 

For legibility, only 
those SACs and 
SPAs in the 
vicinity of the 
Binbane to 
Letterkenny line 
are labelled. 

 

 

On Friday afternoon both ESBI and  Eleanor Mayes received a strongly worded 
email from NPWS indicating their extreme concern with respect to the reported 
incident and also indicating that the Ecology Protocol was not being  adhered to 
(Appendix 1.2). 

ESB Networks were advised to stop all works on the 110kV line until the situation 
was reviewed and remediation works carried out where required. 

Project Terrestrial Ecologist Eleanor Mayes had noted a number of issues at sites 
where ancillary works were in progress during site visits on 23rd and 24th October 
2013. These were notified immediately by phone to ESBI, with follow-up reporting 
and liaison with the ESBI pre-development group on 25th October 2013. 

A request for advice on access to a line guarding site was received by the project 
ecologist late on 4th November, and site meetings were held with a contractor on 
6th and 7th November. It was agreed that the section of line between Angle Mast 
(AM) 124 and poleset 129 would be pulled by hand, in order to minimise machinery 
use in the vicinity of the Stracashel River and adjoining SAC designated lands 
included in the West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC. An access route for the removal of 
temporary guard poles remains to be agreed in this area. 

1.2 Incident Investigation and Immediate Actions 
ESBI initiated an incident investigation on Friday the 8th November 2013. The 
project aquatic ecologist was requested to mobilise to site on Saturday the 9th 
November and to provide initial feedback on the issues notified to NPWS. 
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Site visits commenced by the Aquatic Services Unit (ASU) UCC on Saturday and 
Sunday the 9th and 10th November to review the situation with respect to potential 
siltation impact on the Owenea river catchment, Freshwater Pearl Mussel River 
catchment, designated under the EU Habitat’ Directive.  

Contact was maintained by ESBI with the Aquatic Services Unit over the weekend 
and a preliminary situation report verbally provided. This indicated that ground 
disturbance was significant but that silt was not impacting directly on the streams 
flowing into the Shallogan River, a tributary of the Owenea, at that period. However, 
given the ground disturbance potential for silt impact existed in the absence of 
mitigation measures.  

Additional site visits were conducted on the morning of Monday the 11th November 
to AM114 and immediate environs. The site visit was conducted by ESB Networks, 
ESBI OHL, ESBI Environmental and the project Ecologists Eleanor Mayes, and Ger 
Morgan (ASU) who had been on site since 9th November.  

Construction crews were also met on site and immediate remedial actions to control 
silt identified, which the crew implemented.  

Subsequent to the initial site visit detailed briefings were conducted in ESB 
Networks in Letterkenny for construction crew personnel working on the project. 
The briefing focused on the incident but also on the requirements of the 
Construction Protocol agreed with NPWS.  

Construction crews were required to immediately review all mitigation measures  
put in place to date at their construction sites to prevent environmental impact  

Site visits took place on the 12th and 13th to a number of locations where additional 
construction issues had been identified by the aquatic ecologist and project 
ecologist and to the immediate work areas of construction crews to review practice 
and mitigation measures installed.  

Construction crews were met on site and mitigation works discussed. These 
focused mainly on silt control measures.  

Construction crews requested additional guidance on silt control mitigation 
measures to be implemented and this was prepared by ESBI and issued to ESB 
Networks and Contractors on the 13th November. These focused on the correct use 
and implementation of silt traps and silt fences. 

NPWS were kept informed of the steps taken which included: 

• Initial suspension of construction works other than remedial works including 
placement of Bird Flight Diverters until satisfactory mitigation measures 
were put in place. 

• Full briefing of all construction crews  
• Provision of detailed additional guidance on silt control measures 
• Site visits to review work practice and agree where works could be 

completed 
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The project ecologist subsequently liaised in the field with the construction crews to 
provide advice and guidance on the correct use of silt control measures in situ. 
Further site visits were scheduled to continuously review ongoing practices at 
construction sites to ensure compliance with the Ecology Protocol.
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Figure 1: General Location of AM114  to AM119 
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2 Site Inspection Observations  
 

Site Inspections took place on the 9th – 13th of November inclusive to review the 
construction approach at the Binbane – Letterkenny 110kV line. These included site 
inspections by the following team members: 

• Ger Morgan, Aquatic Ecologist 
• Eleanor Mayes, Terrestrial Ecologist 
• Paddy Kavanagh, Project Manager ESBI 
• Mairéad Hogan, Project Co-ordinator, ESBI 
• Brian Gallagher, ESBI Project Lead, Construction, ESBI 

The following sections outline the findings from these site inspections by the Project 
Ecologist, the Aquatic Ecologist and Project Team. 

 

2.1 Summary of Site Visit Findings 
The Aquatic Ecologists Inspection Report is provided in Appendix 3. This report 
focused on the following areas: 

• Angle Mast 114 and surrounding areas. 

• Access route used to construct pole-sets 113, 112 etc. 

• Roadside (L6363-1) Drainage leading to the Shallogan River 

• Access route and area to IMP 117, IMP 118, IMP 119 

The report identified and located places where the tracking of heavy construction 
traffic has resulted in moderate to extremely severe ground damage which is 
characterised by the destruction of the protective vegetative layer exposing the 
underlying peat and mineral soils to the elements. Furthermore the repeated 
tracking across exposed surfaces has continued to deepen the level of damage to 
this under-layer rendering it thereby more likely to be eroded during heavy rain. The 
survey has also identified and located the positions of potential flow paths from 
sources of damaged ground to watercourses including to several drains, one main 
stream and the Shallogan River. The main problem related to the removal of silt 
control measures which had been in place. A summary of the main issues identified 
are provided in Sections 3.1.1 to 3.1.4 below. 

 

2.1.1 Angle Mast 114 
River catchment: Shallogan, Stracashel Owenea 

2.1.1.1 Observation 
AM 114 is situated on a portion of an old peat cutting about 70m from a small 
stream which flows to the Shallogan. The access track for 114 extends from the 



  Environmental Incident Report 

9 

 

L6363 on the southern side of the stream and crosses over the stream at the angle 
mast site. This site was constructed originally by ESB Networks with reinstatement 
of ground and in accordance with the protocol, (see Plate 4 and Plate 5)  

• The area near tower 114 is very wet with a small flush identified pre-
construction flowing through the structure location; 

• This location has already been bog-matted on 3 occasions, during 
construction of the angle mast, during line stringing (3 conductors and 1 
earth wire) from AM 100 to AM 114 in late March/early April 2013, and again 
in October 2013 during stringing of the earth wire/fibre optic cable from AM 
100 to 114,  

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 4 Before 

reinstatement 

of silt fencing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 5. After 

reinstatement 

of silt fencing 

• Damage appears to have occurred during subsequent stringing operations. 
The area of ground which was used for access for stringing is very much 
disturbed. All of the ground is heavily damaged with the peat surface 
completely removed and therefore vulnerable to erosion during rainfall, 
particularly during intense rainfall 
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• Silt curtains were taken down during the most recent stringing and were not 
reinstated; 

• Surface run-off mildly contaminated with peat silt flowing of this track directly 
to the stream without any barrier in place to intercept it. However, there was 
no evidence of significant silt loading to the stream. 

• In some locations the peat is very soft and deep and has been mechanically 
destabilized leading to a significant risk of peat loss to the stream under 
heavy rainfall conditions.  

• Some silt fencing in place was observed to be effective at controlling silt loss 
but requires regular inspection, especially after heavy rainfall for any signs 
of failure. 

• The Construction crew  mentioned that they “rubbed” the ground before they 
left in order to level it and  this probably caused a lot of the damage as the 
vegetation was removed by this process. This was done after removal of the 
bog mats used during the third construction period at the site in late October 

• Note that project ecologist had identified removal of silt fencing during the 
second access to the site in late March/early April 2013, and this was 
reinstated at that time. A problem identified at this site was that bridging of 
the stream during the second access period was not sufficiently wide to 
accommodate the stream flooded width; this resulted in damage to stream 
bank vegetation  

• At the site visit on the 11th November mitigation options were discussed with 
the construction crew on site. The options to redirect flow away from the site 
was not adopted as this could lead to destabilization of the area where 
excess excavate material was deposited and the ground reinstated  

 

2.1.1.2 Mitigation recommended and adopted at this site 
Specific Recommendations 

• Two rows of silt /fencing were reinstated on 11th November on each side of 
the stream (tributary of the Shallogan);  

• Straw bales were put behind the upslope silt fence on 12th November to 
reinforce the silt fence; 

• Ropes to be sourced which can be placed behind tower 114 to stop silt 
running down hill 

• Access to this angle mast will be required again for stringing between AM 
114 and 119. Access will need to be reviewed and agreed in advance, and 
may require a different access route in order to facilitate recovery of 
vegetation on the previously used route.  

• Bog mats will be used throughout to avoid additional ground damage 
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• Monitoring to take place at this location to confirm if any impact occurred to 
the watercourse as a consequence of the silt traps not being reinstated. 

A double silt fence was installed on the downslope of the damaged area leading 
towards the stream and also on the access side of the stream leading from the 
road, L6363-1,on Monday November 11th to intercept run-off from the access track.  
This is likely to come under some considerable hydrological pressure after heavy 
rainfall and the construction crew will monitor it regularly.  

Straw bales were also staked behind the first line of fencing at particular pressure 
points to add more mechanical support to the silt fencing on the recommendations 
of the ecology team. 

2.1.1.3 Main cause of potential impact and conclusion 
The main problem was caused by the stringing operations associated with the 
tower. Bog mats were stated to have been used by the contractor to access the 
site. However, in discussions with the contractor it was established that the 
construction crew decided to “smooth” out the ground after the bog mats were 
removed and this led to removal of surface vegetation along the access route in.  

Silt control measures (specifically silt fencing) were not reinstated by the 
construction crew. 

The problem was exacerbated by the need for repeated access to the AM 114 site 
brought about by the need to string shield wire with optic fibre. 

2.1.2 Access route used to construct pole-sets 113, 112 etc. 
River catchment: Shallogan, Stracashel Owenea 

2.1.2.1 Observation 
The running track used to access and install pole-sets 113, 112 etc. lies on 
moderately sloping ground running north west from the L6363 road and veers more 
westerly after pole-set 113, see Figure 2 (extracted from aquatic Ecology Report);  

• The upper track area is entirely devoid of surface vegetation in parts and 
peat is exposed to erosion during rainfall.  

• The lower sections appear a little less damaged,  
• Areas of the greatest damage generally occur at steps in the slope along 

the track  
• There are flow paths from the access track carrying peat silt by overland 

flow towards the roadside drainage and sometimes are punctuated by small 
pools where the silt is seen to settle out.  

• As these flow paths near the bottom of the slope and bottom-out toward the 
road, the level of peat seems to diminish rapidly until small pools are seen to 
be entirely silt free  

• The distance over vegetated ground between the damaged running track 
and the stream, as well as the flatter ground toward the stream, would seem 
to be enabling very effective filtration of peat silt. However, an increase in 
silt runoff during heavy rain could potentially occur 
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2.1.2.2 Mitigation recommended and adopted at site 
Precautionary mitigation measures designed to ensure silt doesn’t reach the stream 
even after very intense events could include running a silt fence all along the 
western side of the roadside fence An alternative might be to put silt fences in 
combination with straw bales to intercept some of the narrow gullies where the flow 
is more contaminated but more concentrated. 

However, in discussions during the site visit it was agreed that at present overland 
flow from the access trackway across flatter vegetated areas was providing 
adequate mitigation as no silt was accessing the roadside drainage. However, if 
monitoring shows silt gaining access then silt fencing should be installed.  

Some advice needs to be taken about methods to effect a rapid re-vegetation of the 
running track surface once the growing season starts again in 2014 as this area is 
likely to pose a risk of erosion for some time to come. 

2.1.2.3 Main cause of potential impact and conclusion 
The construction of the 110 kV line was successfully completed in this area and 
although some ground damage occurred initially the ground was recovering well. 
The present damage which occurred along the access route appears to have been 
caused by the need to underground a medium voltage line to remove a conflict 
higher up. 

At present runoff from the damaged areas is draining to lower lying flat vegetated 
areas through which it percolates to the roadside drainage. Peat silt is being 
trapped by the vegetated areas.  

There is a risk that peat silt loss will increase during heavy rains and will gain 
access to the roadside drainage. Monitoring of the site needs to occur on a regular 
basis but particularly after heavy rains.  

Monitoring has been initiated downstream of this site and a decision made to install 
and silt fencing along the roadside area parallel to the drain and at other 
appropriate locations as a precautionary measure.. 
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Figure 2: Access track route to IMP 110 and medium voltage lines 
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2.1.3 Roadside (L6363-1) Drainage and other sources of peat silt 
River catchment: Shallogan, Stracashel Owenea 

2.1.3.1 Observation 
The main roadside drain along the south western edge of L6363 toward the R250, 
which it continues under in a small culvert on its way to the Shallogan, see Figure 
3.  

• The drain is choked with rushes and other emergent aquatic vegetation and 
appeared totally free of peat silt.  

• Two other features in the general area are noteworthy, which are not 
associated with the line construction or ancillary works. These are the deep 
drain apparently recently cleaned on the western side of the R250 north of 
the junction with the L6363. This drain has deep peat banks and a gravel 
mineral base and it reaches the Shallogan stream on its northern bank. An 
extensive area of turbary also exists on the other side of the R250. Both 
these features can contribute silt runoff to the Shallogan River. 

• Pole-sets 115 and 116 are shown on Map 3 and both were inspected and 
shown not to pose any threat in terms of peat silt to the stream as ground 
damage around their bases is modest and adequately circumscribed by 
undamaged vegetated ground between them and the stream.  

• In contrast the ground around Pole-set 117 is moderately to severely 
damaged and the silt-curtain protecting the stream from runoff was not 
correctly anchored, is poorly positioned and is largely ineffective.  

• There is also evidence at this site that a tracked vehicle crossed the stream 
immediately upstream of that point. This is a direct breach of the Protocol 
agreed with NPWS.  

2.1.3.2 Mitigation recommended and adopted at site 
Although the construction of this pole-set led to ground disturbance it doesn’t pose 
a severe risk to water quality  

Nevertheless, the silt fencing will need to be replaced, repositioned and correctly 
installed to minimize any potential risk. 

2.1.3.3 Main cause of potential impact and conclusion 
The site was re-visited on Sunday November 24th 2013. Itt was noted that the 
roadside drain on the western side of the L6363 which was fully overgrown and 
plant-choked on November 11th, thereby acting as an effective filter for solids, was 
completely dug out along with its capacity to act as a silt filter. This drain clearing 
operation was not undertaken by ESB Networks. Moreover, the flush below the 
R250 into which this roadside drain flows via a small culvert beneath the R250 was 
showing clear evidence of peat siltation, whereas, two weeks previously it had been 
completely silt-free. Regular monitoring of the location will take place to ensure that 
the flush area is capable of preventing peat silt entering the Shallogan River. 
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Figure 3: Roadside drainage L6363-1 near IMP 116 
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2.1.4 Access route and area to IMP 117, IMP 118, AM 119 
River catchment: Shallogan, Stracashel Owenea 

2.1.4.1 Observation 
This area shows a range of ground damage and contaminated flow paths to the 
stream and to the Shallogan River. The area includes the part of the route along the 
stream valley from pole-set 117 down to a crossing point on the Shallogan and up 
over the disused railway embankment into a section of Coillte conifer plantation to 
location of AM 119, see Figure 4. 

• Evidence of large tracked vehicle crossing directly through the stream, a 
direct breach of the NPWS Protocol. On the western part of this route there 
is evidence of point damage to the track in places close to the stream, this 
will need silt-fencing to protect the stream from run-off of damaged soil).  

• The point of crossing of the Shallogan is an area where the banks are low 
and the stream bed comprises a mixture of cobble and gravel in dynamic 
flow. There appears to be little bank damage at this. Farther along the route, 
there is clear evidence of bank-side damage  and the track from here up to 
the top of the railway embankment is severely damaged also  

• At the top of this track the running track crosses the top of the railway 
embankment which has also been used as another access route to this part 
of the site and enters into the forestry area proper. The entry area is 
severely damaged and contaminated run-off flows down the eastern side of 
the railway embankment toward the Shallogan  

• The area will require a silt barrier to be installed at its upper end  
• The running-track continues in a south-easterly direction into the forest 

toward AM 119 via pole-set 118 neither of which is yet built and there are no 
signs of ground preparation works. The track here is heavily damaged in 
places. There is a lot of surface water at the site of the proposed AM119 
and the latter will require a very detailed method statement outlining steps 
that will be necessary to dewater the footprint and immediate adjoining area 
site in advance of construction. 

• A short distance farther east of proposed AM 119 the access track 
intersects with another track coming from a north easterly direction which 
appears to have been an old fire-break. A medium voltage line has been 
undergrounded at this location along the slope of the track leading to very 
severe ground damage. The drain on the eastern side of the track is a 
conduit for eroded topsoil, both mineral and organic, flowing down to the 
river. The steep slope of this track and drain poses a severe risk as a 
continuing source of contaminated run-off to the Shallogan without 
significant remedial action being put in place.  

2.1.4.2 Mitigation recommended and adopted at site 
Remedial action has commenced since this survey was undertaken on November 
10th and 11th. The construction crew was advised on site of the required mitigation 
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measures which included silt fences and straw bales to be put in place at locations 
indicated by the ecology team. These were subsequently placed in position.  

Follow up monitoring of the effectiveness of these measures is being undertaken by 
the construction crews. 

A detailed method statement is required with respect to the proposed construction 
on structure 119. This will require to be approved by ESBI and the project ecology 
team. 

2.1.4.3 Main cause of potential impact and conclusion 
There was a clear breach of the Protocol signed with NPWS with respect to water 
course crossings with direct evidence of vehicle tracking down to and crossing the 
stream.  

Undergrounding of the medium voltage infrastructure was repeated at the same 
general location  leading to a doubling of ground disturbance. This led to significant 
ground damage on sloping ground leading down towards the Shallogan River. The 
potential for silt release at this location is very high and although mitigation 
measures in the form of silt fences and straw bales have been correctly located to 
prevent silt access these will require regular maintenance by the contractor and 
ESB Networks. 

Given the damage done to ground surface the construction of structure 119 will 
need careful consideration and a robust method statement to proceed.  
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Figure 4: Area around IMP 118 to AM 119 
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2.2 Additional Site visit observations and 
recommendations 

In addition to the immediate area notified to NPWS the following structures were 
visited during the site inspections. This section details the findings and provides 
specific recommendations for each of these locations. The site visits took place as 
a follow up to construction crew briefings held in ESB Networks. The purpose of 
these site visits was to review construction practices, identify any shortcomings and 
provide guidance and practical advice on the ground to working crews. 

2.2.1 Structures 16 to 17 
River Catchment: Corker, Oily 

2.2.1.1 Observations 
• This site was confirmed to be cleaned up by the construction crew; 
• Silt Traps were not adequate; two silt traps had been installed of which one 

was only partially functioning (Plate 6) 
• The erection of guard poles caused a lot of damage near the watercourse 

mainly due to lack of clear-span bridging of small EPA mapped watercourse 
(Figure 5), tracking back into this area to erect these guard poles (Plate 3); 

• Guard poles were subsequently removed, they should have been left in situ 
(for example cut off  and not pulled out, as this caused further damage); 

• Ancillary works to the distribution network was completed by EU Power, bog 
mats were used; 

• There was too much tracking over the bog matting, and on vulnerable 
ground beside drainage channels apparently without use of bog matting 
(Plate 4), ; and 

• The area was not left tidy; there was evidence of littering at this site. 
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Figure 5; BL 

Poleset 17 

. 

 

Bing imagery, 
showing 
construction 
access routes 
used for BL 
polesets 17 (within 
pNHA), and to 
polesets 16 and 
15 located in 
conifer plantation. 

 Note small EPA 
mapped 
watercourse 
crossing on 
access 

 

 

Plate 6. Small 

EPA mapped 

watercourse has 

not been bridged 

correctly and 

banks have been 

damaged such 

that flow is no 

longer all 

contained within 

the channel. 
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Plate 7. 

Extensive 

tracking along 

roadside 

drainage ditch  

  

 

 

Plate 8.  

Incorrect 

installation of 

silt trap, a 

higher water 

level would 

allow water to 

flow around the 

geotextile 

 

 

2.2.1.2 Specific Recommendations 
• Meeting with construction crew on 13th November 2013, draft methodology 

for silt fencing provided and confirmed on 14th 
• Need additional silt traps and a methodology in place for erecting silt traps 

discussed on 13th November 
• Follow up site meeting planned for week starting 18th November at poleset 

16 to review actions taken. 
• Subsequent site visit confirmed mitigation correctly put in place. 

 
 

2.2.2 Structure AM 37 
River catchment: Corker, Oily 
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AM 37 to 60 was being strung. AM 19 to 37 had not been strung 

 

2.2.2.1 Observations 
• This access into this tower location was bog matted; 
• Silt traps were not adequate; 
• One silt trap was working effectively and needs to be desilted by hand, silt 

should be removed from the immediate area of the silt trap; and 
• The furthest silt trap along the drain was not fixed in place, therefore was 

not working. 

2.2.2.2 Specific Recommendations 
• Requires silt fencing to be erected to trap silt from surface of the bogmats in 

use for stringing from AM 37 to AM 60, to prevent silt washing towards 
drainage ditch to south. This silt fencing will need to be checked and more 
added if necessary after theses bogmats are removed 

• Silt fencing required downslope of bog mats which will be needed during set 
up for stringing from AM 37 to AM 19 near the tower base; 

• No futher tracking of machinery near angle tower should take place; 
• All works on silt traps to be done on foot; and 
• Silt traps required along the bog matted access tracks, to avoid silt entering 

the watercourse. These will need to be checked on removal of bog mats 
from the access track, and an inspection and maintenance programme 
agreed and implemented. 

• Stringing from AM 19 to 37 should only be approved after all silt fencing and 
silt traps have been reviewed, guarding and any other ancillary works 
reviewed and approved. Polesets 25 to 28 are to be pulled by hand, to avoid 
damage to good quality blanket bog habitat, and to sensitive watercourses, 
and both access and equipment to be used is to be agreed prior to stringing 

 

2.2.3 Structure AM 60 
River catchment: Owentocker 

This area has not been strung to date, but AM 37 to 60 was in progress. 

2.2.3.1 Findings 
• This access into this tower location was bog matted; 
• Noted that there was mineral soil within 10m of the angle tower, (very little 

peat in the field beside this tower location); 
• AM 60 is located on deep peat and the foundations were piled 
• The ground between tower 60 and 61 is  very wet; 
• Bog mats seem to have been used between these towers, but the ground is 

very disturbed; 
• No silt traps in use and none required as not close to an watercourse; 
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2.2.3.2 Specific Recommentations 
• Line should not be strung between tower 60 and 78 until further notice from 

the ESBI pre-construction team and project ecologists, pending a review of 
access and ground conditions; and 

• Stringing from AM 37 to Tower 60 can be completed. 

 

2.2.4 Structure 124 
River catchment: Stracashel Owenea 

Tower yet to be fully erected. 

2.2.4.1 Findings 
• This access into this tower location was bog matted, it is working well; 
• Good regrowth of replaced vegetated turves around tower base; 
• Silt fencing working very well (this was put in place between 8th and 11th 

November);  
• Construction crew confirmed that the conductor will be pulled by hand from 

AM 119 and from AM 114 to AM 119. 

2.2.4.2 Specific Recommendations 
• No issues with this site 

 

3 Key Issues Identified 
3.1 Key issues 
The following is a summary of the key issues identified arising from the incident and 
subsequent site visits. 

• Construction Protocol with NPWS largely adhered too during construction of 
110 kV OHL   In general the construction of the 110kV line has been largely 
completed successfully in accordance with the planning permission and 
agreed Protocol with NPWS. 

• Induction of some construction crews involved in the 110kV line construction 
was not fully completed prior to works being undertaken. 

• Poor understanding of silt control measures by some construction crews led 
to inappropriate siting of such measures and poor installation. 

• One breach of the Construction Protocol with NPWS occurred with respect 
to specific incidents associated with direct in river crossing. 

• Ancillary works such as guard pole erection and medium voltage works 
required as part of the 110 kV line construction not carried out fully in 
accordance with the requirements of the Construction Protocol agreed with 
NPWS.  

• Main ground damage resulted from  
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o Repeated tracking to and from site with unnecessary journeys 
occurring. 

o Additional activities such as guard pole erection and removal 
associated with line stringing. 

o Medium voltage associated operations  
• Better planning of required construction activities to minimise repeated 

access over poor ground would reduce this potential for impact. 
• Adverse weather was a contributing factor to some ground damage.  
• The successful implementation of the Construction Protocol with NPWS led 

to delays in line construction arising from the need to avoid impact on 
breeding birds and waders. This may have inadvertently extended the 
construction period into periods where poorer weather could occur.  

4 Recommendations and Forward Planning 
4.1.1 General Recommendations 

• Strict adherence to the Construction Protocol agreed with NPWS is critical 
to ensuring the correct mitigation is in place to minimise environmental 
impact 

• Lessons Learned Review and Log to be used to inform project going 
forward 

• Develop Clear guidance and induction understanding on silt control 
measures erection and purpose 

• Identification of all ancillary works at an early stage prior to construction to 
allow adequate assessment of potential for impact by ecology team and 
proper mitigation design  

• Review Donegal 110kV Project Construction methodologies, revise and 
expand to detail methodologies for use on deep peat, silt control etc 

• Review performance of different types of equipment, tracked dumpers, wide 
tracked cherry pickers etc. Ensure availability of such specialist equipment 
during construction.  

• Review performance of bog mats in varying ground conditions and ensure 
supply matches construction requirements and Develop and implement a 
post-construction monitoring and maintenance programme for Binbane to 
Letterkenny line  

• Review procedures for pre-construction mapping, sign-off, briefing of 
construction crews, and pegging out on ground. Access routes may need to 
be pegged in some circumstances, using a slightly wrong route can lead to 
ground damage if flushes are entered – this can seem OK in dry weather 
but result in Straboy type damage 

• Use helicopter airlift of poles if deemed appropriate  

4.1.2 Construction crew specific recommendations 
This applies to all Construction crews  
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• Revise briefing and induction for construction crews, enhanced 
communication, supervision  

• Ensure all construction crews are properly inducted into environmental 
control requirements  

4.1.3 Forward Planning 
• Strict adherence to the agreed Construction Protocol with NPWS 
• Construction constraints and seasonal exclusion area constraints identified 

by ESBI/Ecology Team to be notified to at Workshop with ESB 
Networks/Contractors to ensure proper planning of construction going 
forward. 

• Increase monitoring and auditing of the construction activity to completion of 
the Binbane Letterkenny 110 kV line and associated ancillary works. This 
will be critical for the construction of the Ardnagappary – Tievebrack line 

5 Key Actions Implemented 
The following key actions have been implemented by ESB Networks and 
Construction Crews since the incident was notified to ESBI/Ecology Team 

• Immediate construction work halted on the 110 kV line and construction 
agreed to proceed following review and updating of practices. 

• Environmental management and control briefings provided to ESB Network 
Contractors in Letterkenny on Monday the 11th November 

• Updated guidance on silt control measures methodology produced by ESBI 
and issued to ESB Networks and Contractors. Immediate site specific 
mitigation measures to control silt loss identified during site visits at 
locations where ground damage has occurred and implemented by 
construction crews 

• ESBI/Ecology Team engaged with construction crews on site to provide 
clear guidance on silt control measures, location and effective 
implementation 

• On-going engagement and auditing by ESBI ecology team to identify 
construction related issues and monitor environmental controls. 

• Auditing planned on a monthly basis 

 

6 Conclusions 
The construction of the Donegal 110 kV overhead line has been undertaken largely 
in compliance with the planning permission conditions and the agreed Protocol with 
NPWS.  
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The incident which was reported to NPWS was investigated by ESBI, the ESBI 
ecology team and ESB Networks over the immediate period 8th to 13th November. 
Subsequent site visits have taken place.  

Given the location of the construction activities within the Owenea catchment, an 
EU Habitats designated freshwater pearl mussel population river, any 
environmental damage leading to water pollution is regarded as a significant threat 
with very serious impact consequences. Impact on fisheries areas is also a serious 
consequence.  

The ground damage which occurred posed a significant threat to water quality and 
the protected habitat of the freshwater pearl mussels in the Owenea catchment in 
the absence of adequate mitigation measures. These were immediately put in place 
once the issue was notified to ESB Networks and construction crews received 
further training and induction.  

Ground damage was mainly linked to medium voltage works in the Owenea 
catchment and the Construction Protocol and good practice associated with the 110 
kV line construction was not followed. 

Mitigation measures which had been installed as part of the main 110 kV line 
construction were partially removed during the subsequent line stringing operations 
and had not been reinstated at a number of locations. These were immediately 
replaced to prevent silt gaining access to drains and streams. They are monitored 
regularly. 

The initial assessment indicated that although no significant peat loss to the river 
system had occurred the potential for significant impact still existed from the 
damaged ground in the absence of mitigation measures to control silt.  

Construction crews have been fully briefed, mitigation measures reinstated and 
additional measures installed. The effectiveness of these will be monitored regularly 
(daily) by ESB Networks and audited by ESBI/Ecology Team  

Actions recommended in this report will be fully implemented and audited by 
ESBI/Ecology Team. 
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Appendix 1.  

1.1. Correspondence received from Lorcan O’Toole, 

7.11.2013  

From: Lorcan O Toole [lorcanotoole@goldeneagle.ie] 

Sent: 07 November 2013 18:42 
To: William Cormacan - (DAHG); Dave Duggan - (DAHG); 'Eleanor Mayes'; Cliona OBrien - 

(DAHG) 
Subject: FW: Siltation problems in FWP basins 

Hi William, 
  
Sorry for the delay in passing the attached email on.  
  
Joseph Brennan was involved in the recent Straboy Windfarm appeal and he and the local 

group (GWIG) are in discussions with Donegal Co Co regarding the removal of some of the 

townlands, near these pylons, from the County development plan’s favoured windfarms 

townlands list.   
  
The group is very well versed in Fresh water Pearl mussel as a result of their planning 

appeal and local reports by Evelyn Moorkens, presented by the developers during the 

appeal, and also through contacts with FPM experts in England.   
  
Joseph contacted me  - looking for Cliona’s email address and Evelyn Moorken’s email 

address – I promised him I would pass it on to Cliona. 
  
Kind Regards, 
Lorcan 
  
From: Joseph Brennan [mailto:fintowntrekker@hotmail.com]  
Sent: 01 November 2013 22:46 

To: Lorcan O'Toole 
Subject: Siltation problems in FWP basins 

 

Lorcan, 
  
See attached photos of some of the massive mud baths and rivers of mud associated with the 

Binbane - Letterkenny 110KV pole route. These are just local to me; all the shots are of Straboy hill 

except the two named 'Teamhair' which is at the Binbane end of the line. The Straboy mud rivers 

ought to be treated as an environmental disaster in progress given that those few flimsy silt traps 

shown, one saturated with heavy oils, are all in the Owenea catchment area - there is direct 

spewing into Sruthan na Meiltoige and the Shallogans river and it should not go unchecked.  If this is 

the level of sophistication that goes into much lauded 'silt traps' then I despair. I do so wonder what 

mitigation proposals were mooted in whatever EIS accompanied this job.   
  
Note very well this is NOT an exhaustive check or survey; just a few hurried shots today from the 

car and without leaving the road. One could risk accusations of trespass? Furthermore I am in 

absolutely no doubt were one to walk these rivers of mud one would see even greater damage. For 

instance on the opposite side of the road to this in Meenadinna there are massive felling operations 

associated with the line (much more so than as seen here on the Straboy hill) and the actual 

Shallogan river runs alongside. It would be very interesting to follow the route into the more 
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difficult terrain of the back glen, up Stracastle and Banganboy to Graffy Bridge on the Owengarve 

river. 
  
 I would very much appreciate if you could bring this to the attention of the various interested 

persons in the NPWS and the EPA nationally and locally. I spent quite some time recently digesting 

Dr Moorken's report on the Owenea Sub Basin with regard to Fresh Water Pearls and it troubles me 

that this level of blatantly badly managed works can continue unabated or unchecked. Indeed, it 

appears to me that it depends on just what contractor / foreman is in charge. I drive the twenty odd 

miles in the opposite direction to work in Letterkenny everyday and I see nothing on the scale of 

this destruction along a much more openly 'boggy' route where you would expect to see machines 

sinking out of sight yet much of the ground is unbroken. 
  
Yours, most sincerely, 
  
Joseph Brennan. 
  
PS - I can clarify any shot, eg approx grid refs, or provide an original large file - these are reduced for 

mailing purposes. I look forward to hearing of how the matter progresses.  
  
Attached: 15 photographs.  

 

Joseph Brennan Photographs  

 

DSC_0084 

P1180313 

 

P1180303 P1180314 
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P1180306 P1180316 

 

P1180307 P1180317 

 

P1180308 P1180318 
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P1180310 

Teamhair 1 

 

P1180311 
Teamhair 2 

 

P1180312 
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Appendix 1.2. Correspondence recieved from NPWS 

and initial response 

----- Original Message -----  

From: William Cormacan - (DAHG)  

To: Paddy Kavanagh ; Eleanor Mayes  

Cc: Dave Duggan - (DAHG) ; Pat Warner - (DAHG) ; Cliona OBrien - (DAHG) ; Áine 
O'Connor - (DAHG)  

Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 4:19 PM 

Subject: FW: Siltation problems in FWP basins 

 

Paddy, Eleanor,  

  

I believe that you may already be aware of the below complaint. Please note that 
NPWS are extremely concerned that some of the works being carried out as part of 
the Donegal 110Kv Project  have the potential to significantly impact on the West of 
Ardara/Maas Road SAC 197 (Owenea River). We have particular concerns in 
relation to possible downstream impacts on water quality in the Shallogan, 
Stracashel and Owenea Rivers. The photographs would indicate that the 'Ecology 
Protocol for Project Construction' is not being strictly adhered to. This requires your 
immediate attention. Please respond at your earliest convenience regarding the 
implementation of ecological protocols for the 110kV overhead line between 
the  Binbane Substation and Letterkenny Substation, and details of 
remediation  measures to protect against further ecological damage and loss of 
water quality, especially within the West of Ardara/Maas Road SAC. 

  

Regards, 

William Cormacan. 

NPWS.   

 

----- Original Message -----  

From: Eleanor Mayes  

To: William Cormacan - (DAHG) ; Paddy Kavanagh  

Cc: Dave Duggan - (DAHG) ; Pat Warner - (DAHG) ; Cliona OBrien - (DAHG) ; Áine 
O'Connor - (DAHG)  

Sent: Friday, November 08, 2013 5:08 PM 

Subject: Re: Siltation problems in FWP basins 

 



  Environmental Incident Report 

32 

 

 

 

William, 

ESB Networks have been advised of the situation this morning and are taking immediate 
steps today to control silt runoff from the damaged area. The project aquatic ecologist will 
visit the area during the next few days to assess the situation,  to review the remedial works 
currently being put in place, and to recommend additional works or actions that may be 
required. He expects to be on site tomorrow 9th November. A meeting to review the 

situation has been scheduled for next Monday 11th November in Glenties.  

With best wishes, 

Eleanor 

  

Eleanor Mayes 

Ecological Consultant 
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Appendix 2. Seasonal constraints on construction 

 

Revised schedule of specific locational constraints on construction work on the 
Binbane to Letterkenny line 

Areas subject to seasonal constraints, in order to minimise disturbance to Birds 
Directive Annex 1 listed, Irish Red Listed and Irish Amber Listed breeding bird 
species, are shown in the table below. Revisions to the schedule of seasonal 
constraints based on survey findings in 2012 are shown in bold. 

 

Binbane to Letterkenny 

Structure No. Construction constraint period Scheduled 
Construction 

period 

 Red Grouse Breeding 
waders 

Breeding Annex 
1 listed species 

and birds of 
prey 

 

BL 13 - 14 January - July   August - 
December 

BL 19 - 23  April - August  September-
March 

BL 22 January - July April - August  September - 

December 

BL 72 - 75 January - July   August - 

December 

BL 75 - 87   March - August September - 
February 

BL 96 -100 January - July   August - 
December 

BL 150 – 154 January - July   August - 
December 

BL 170 - 176  April - August  September-
March 

BL 182 – 196 

(extended from 

193 to 196) 

 April - August  September-
March 
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